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Climate change poses a threat to the
economy and the social fabric where
man-eat-man is a delicacy. Climate
change contributes to conflict which
threatens existing peace and security;
floods, forest fires, ice melting, and
droughts, are all potent causes of
disharmony in a community. The
results of these are loss of lives,
insecurity, and uncertainty.

To promote peace and to have a more
sustainable ecosystem, we have to
invest in involving the relevant
stakeholders and locals in the change-
making process. 

In the build-up to COP-27, Re-
imagining New Communities in
collaboration with Pakistan Peace
Club, Juventud Unida en Accion, and
Beydaar Society held a series of online
conversations that sought to look into
the effect of climate change and
different mitigation measures at the
local, and national and international
level.

I N T R O D U C T I O N

The Dialogue series “Inspiring Conversations; Climate Action”  brought together
climate change advocates and other interests from more than ten countries
across the globe.

This report is a summary of the discussions held, recommendations, and way
forward for and by the countries represented. 

A  C O L L A B O R A T I O N  R E - I M A G I N I N G  N E W  C O M M U N I T I E S  I N
C O L L A B O R A T I O N  W I T H  P A K I S T A N  P E A C E  C L U B ,  J U V E N T U D

U N I D A  E N  A C C I O N ,  A N D  B E Y D A A R  S O C I E T Y



T H E  W E I G H T  O F  C L I M A T E
C H A N G E  O N  T H E  G L O B A L

S O U T H  

Need for capacity building and the creation of public policies that promote action around climate
change. 
Need to reduce the underlying causes of climate change; be in reality with what is happening and deal
with the root causes of climate change across the globe. 
Promotion of policies at the grassroots level. 
Need to raise awareness around climate change and how to contribute to climate action.
Pushing for real commitment, especially from the government, policymakers, and engaging
implementers and development agencies.

Countries in the Global South have continued to be severely affected by climate change and from an
estimate carried out, close to 200 countries are at risk of being wiped from existence due to this. 
As youth-led organizations from different countries in the Global South, we came together to have candid
conversations on climate change, climate action, and the different policies that exist and how countries
like Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Pakistan, Venezuela, Colombia, South Africa, among other countries
around the world are being impacted by climate change. 

During the discussions, a variety of topics were discussed, including country action plans, implementation
strategies, challenges, achievements, and outcomes related to climate action. Overall, we identified five
key takeaways from the discussion;



The panel discussion revealed that climate change has the most significant impact on developing
countries. It was explained that the water, education, and energy sectors face the most significant
challenges. Access to funds and new technologies is limited, which hinders their ability to adapt and
mitigate climate change's impact. To achieve sustainable development, cost-effective solutions that
require minimal interventions are essential. Great emphasis was put on implementing new technologies
which require significant investment and pose barriers. However, cost-effective solutions with positive
outcomes are necessary to achieve sustainable development.

The public and private sectors must collaborate to address climate change. The public sector can provide
resources and support, while the private sector can drive innovation and efficiency, pointing out that COP
conferences provide a platform for developed and developing countries to discuss and negotiate climate
change solutions. However, the effectiveness of the agreement depends on the countries' compliance and
accountability.

From the reflections, it was clear that there is a tension between setting ambitious climate targets and the
reality of already surpassing them. Recent climate events highlight the urgency to address climate issues
and underscore the importance of global cooperation. Despite the challenges, developing countries like
Pakistan are taking initiatives to address environmental issues and combat climate change, such as hosting
World Environment Day and launching the 10,000 billion tree program.

This discussion was concluded by emphasizing that achieving ambitious targets, holding developed
countries accountable, and supporting developing countries are critical components in the fight against
climate change. Collaborative efforts between governments, private sectors, and individuals are necessary
for a sustainable and resilient future.

P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O N S
 

A )  I N V O L V E M E N T  I N  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E



Government Initiatives: Developing countries like Pakistan are taking significant steps to address
climate change. The government has introduced policies to promote electric vehicles, solar energy, and
net metering to reduce the impact on fuel and promote renewable energy sources.

Carbon Emissions Reduction: The focus on transitioning to Net Zero and utilizing industry waste to
produce raw materials demonstrates efforts to tackle carbon emissions. Waste-to-energy projects and
climate-smart actions in agriculture show a commitment to sustainable practices.

Nature-Based Solutions: Nature-based solutions, such as ecosystem restoration and flood risk
management, are being integrated into climate adaptation actions. These approaches utilize natural
ecosystems to address environmental challenges effectively.

Renewable Energy Development: The country is improving its share of renewable energy, and there is
more available data on solar and biogas projects. The shift towards renewables is a positive step in
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Social and Gender Dimensions: Developing countries recognize the importance of addressing social
aspects of climate change. Integrating climate justice and gender mainstreaming into projects ensures
inclusivity and equitable outcomes.

Health Sector Focus: Climate change impacts on health are being addressed, with specific initiatives in
provinces like Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) and Punjab. This shows a holistic approach to mitigating
climate change's effects on human well-being.

Integrating Life Cycle Component: By focusing on end-to-end assessments of resources used in waste
and returning waste to nature, there is an emphasis on sustainable practices that consider the entire
life cycle of products and processes.

Environmental Education: The importance of educating children about environmental care and
sustainability is recognized. Early environmental education can foster a sense of responsibility and
stewardship towards the environment.

Developing countries are actively engaging in mitigation and adaptation efforts to achieve meaningful

progress in tackling climate change in order to keep up with national commitments towards climate change

despite the struggles like resource availability, funding, and implementing wide-scale initiatives. These

efforts are;



Venezuela faces significant challenges in addressing climate change due to its historical reliance
on extractive activities and limited resources. These activities have been a significant part of the
country's economy, making it difficult to shift towards more sustainable practices. With 12 percent
of the national territory currently used for extractive activities, there is a need to find alternative
economic opportunities, such as sustainable tourism, to reduce dependence on extractive
industries. And while developing countries often face challenges in maintaining their economies
and may resort to destructive activities due to limited resources and technology. Developed
countries can play a role in supporting and providing knowledge and technology transfer to help
these nations achieve sustainable development. Advocacy of its cyber society and support from
developed countries in technology transfer and financial assistance can aid in transitioning
towards more sustainable practices. Finding a balance between economic development (like
investing in sustainable tourism) and climate action is crucial for the country's future, and
investing in sustainable tourism may present an opportunity for growth while preserving its
natural beauty. However, addressing climate change and setting ambitious commitments will
require global cooperation and support. 

The new leadership in Somalia is committed to climate change and protecting the environment. In
Somalia and Sudan, the living standards are low; they still use charcoal and wood to cook instead
of modern cooking appliances. This contributes to deforestation and this poses a challenge to the
leadership because as much as they are committed to curb deforestation and put more policies in
place that will assist in the preservation of forests and enlighten citizens on modern forms of
energy. As much as governments are committed to implementing such policies, it is difficult for
them due to lack of funds and technical support and it is, therefore, important to develop budgets
to address climate change.

Grown-ups (Adults)find it difficult to engage in climate change conversations as first generations
were more economically oriented; their goal was making great money and developing industries as
a symbol of development. However, children are more enthusiastic and eager to understand the
circumstances around climate change.  

C O M M I T M E N T S  A T  T H E  N A T I O N A L  L E V E L  T O W A R D S  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E
 



It was crucial to acknowledge and accept that climate change is happening and encouraging greater
citizen participation, not just in developed nations but also in developing countries. There is an
urgency to take action on climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 50% by 2030 to
maintain a habitable climate by protecting the planet, ecosystem, and home by making
environmentally-conscious choices and being a part of the solution. 

As inhabitants of this planet, it is crucial that there is just and responsible action when it comes to
climate change. Unfortunately, there is a lot of deception and misleading information circulating
about this important issue. In order to mobilize the action needed to combat climate change,
individuals, organizations, and governments must first define the facts and figures surrounding it.
For instance, in the 19th Century, the planet had already warmed up by 1.1 degrees Celsius, and the
consequences of this warming are already being felt at 1.5 to 2 degrees Celsius as temperatures
continue to rise. These effects include heat waves, water shortages, flash floods, and other natural
disasters. And the difference of just half a degree could mean the difference between a world with
coral reefs and polar caps and a world without them. Therefore, it is vital that knowledge is
disseminated and action taken to protect the planet. Private households and energy consumption,
food preparation, and lifestyle emissions are the largest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions,
accounting for around ⅔ of the total. 

Making small changes such as monitoring electricity usage, eating sustainably, using public
transportation, being mindful of purchases, and generally living a more eco-friendly lifestyle, will
make a difference in the fight against climate change. 

Nonetheless, a change of habits is great; change in diet, recycling, using different forms of energy,
etc, however, that is not enough if there is no political will. Unfortunately, climate change involves a
lot of scientific data. From daily emissions, it is important to understand all the complexities around
climate change because it's not just about the economy or society, it's an issue of science; what is
CO2, what is methane, and what is the impact of has on the environment, and is CO2 more lethal
than methane?  Science tells us that the threshold has been crossed and something needs to be done
about it.

 
B )  A D V O C A T I N G  F O R  A  J U S T  P L A N E T

 

P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O N S



Sustainable Development is a kind of development that meets the needs of the present generations
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Environmental
injustices look like the loss of biodiversity and to curb this, continents can; 
reduce deforestation. 

Sustainable production and consumption 
Demand for new policies that also deal with the damages caused by climate change eg. Climate
refugees. 
Recognize ecocides as a crime against humanity. Have an instrument to execute against. 



Capacity building  and creation of public policies that promote action to mitigate the different
consequences of climate change through promotion and implementation of public policies at the
local level, especially to communities under difficult economic situations on climate change

The Somalia government has formed a ministry specifically for environmental issues e called the
“Environment and Climate Change Ministry”. It is a new ministry and they have started some
actions which include raising a campaign to plant a thousand trees which was launched by the
Somalia president. This is progress, however, more is yet to be done.

Developing countries facing resource constraints can collaborate with international organizations,
non-profits, and other countries to access funding and technologies that can aid in addressing
climate change challenges. 

Holding knowledge transfer and training programs to empower local communities and
professionals to adopt new and sustainable lifestyle practices that enable active participation in
climate change mitigation measures. 

Prioritizing solutions that require minimal financial investment and intervention but can deliver
significant benefits in climate change mitigation and adaptation. This could include nature-based
solutions and innovations. 

M E A S U R E S  T O  E N A B L E  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  I M P L E M E N T  I N N O V A T I V E
A P P R O A C H E S  

T H A T  E N G A G E  T H E I R  C O M M U N I T I E S  A N D  S O C I E T I E S  I N  D I S C U S S I O N S  A B O U T
C L I M A T E  C H A N G E




